
TRYOUT PACKET 

Thanks for your interest in joining MMT! 
This packet contains information you will need for your tryout. 

Don’t hesitate to text Alex Block at (312) 213-6675 with any additional questions. 

STEPS TO TAKE 

Step 1: Visit mockhawk.com/tryout 
On the site we’ll ask you to A) sign-up for a tryout slot and B) answer a few basic 
questions about who you are and what you’ve done. 

Step 2: Memorize one of the openings on page 2 
We’re looking for people who are strong public speakers. On page 2 of this packet, you’ll 
find two short opening statements. We’d like you to pick one to memorize and then 
deliver for us at your tryout. 

Step 3: Create a character based on the prompts on page 3 
Witnesses win ballots. If you become part of MMT, that’s a line you’ll hear over and over 
again. On page 3 of this packet, you’ll find three prompts from which it’s possible to 
develop a character. Choose one. At your tryout, we’ll ask you some questions and you’ll 
respond in character. 

Step 4: Come to your Sept. 2nd tryout in 1035 FSB on time and dressed to impress 
Keep in mind, if you don’t show up on time, you risk losing your tryout spot. Most 
candidates wear a business professional outfit. For guys, that means slacks, a button 
down and a jacket. For the ladies, that means a dress you’d wear to the office or a skirt/
dress pants with a blouse. Feel free to wear a suit if that’s what you’d prefer. After we 
snap a pic of your beautiful face, you’ll be called into the room and be asked to present 
in front of a panel of coaches. The tryout will be in three parts and should take about 5 
minutes. First, we’ll ask you some questions to get to know you. Second, you’ll deliver 
your memorized opening statement. Third, we’ll ask you to answer some questions as 
the character you chose to develop. Don’t be worried if we cut you off or if your tryout 
doesn’t take the full 5 minutes. And, beware, we may be running a few minutes late (sorry 
about that!). 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TRYOUT PACKET: OPENING STATEMENTS 

STEP 2: Memorize an opening statement 
Below you’ll find two short opening statements. Opening statements are delivered by 
attorneys at the start of a trial to inform the jury on what the evidence will show. We’d like 
you to memorize one and we’ll ask you to deliver it for us during your tryout. Only pick 
one (and it truly doesn’t matter which one you pick). We’re looking for presence, passion, 
persuasiveness and poise. Feel free to walk around and to use your hands. And we 
encourage you to speak slowly and loudly. Also, it’s okay if you want to change some of 
the wording around. 

(Opening A) Rebecca McGee died on her way home from school on October 8, 2004. The 
speeding SUV slammed into her with enough force to literally knock her out of her shoes, 
across three lanes of traffic, and onto the sidewalk near her home. Her injuries were so 
severe that she died before the paramedics reached the scene 10 minutes later. 
 
How could something like this happen? Choices. This is a case about choices: the choice 
between being cautious and taking chances; the choice between turning left or turning right; 
and the choice between right and wrong. The wrong person driving the bus, the wrong 
route, and the wrong side of the road. This case is about the choices leading up to and on 
October 8, 2004, of the Dallas County School Board that forced Rebecca McGee to cross a 
six lane divided highway to reach the safety of her home. Choices that lead to the death of a 
12 year-old girl. 

(Opening B) Facts don’t lie. 

In the morning hours of August 18, 2010, a shot rings out in the quiet suburb of Fairview, 
Midlands. At 23 Maple Street, 11-year old Sydney Park lies motionless on her living room 
floor. A pool of blood forming around her body; and a single gunshot wound has shattered 
her skull right above her left eye. Sydney Park is dead. The only other person in that house is 
the shooter. Standing less than six feet away, with her arm outstretched holding a 9mm 
revolver, is Jesse Duran - the son of the Defendant and Sydney Park’s best friend 

These are the facts; and the facts don’t lie. Throughout the course of today’s trial they won’t 
change; and the Defendant will be unable to avoid them. 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TRYOUT PACKET: WITNESS PROMPTS 

STEP 3: Create a character based on the prompts 
Below you’ll find three prompts. We’d like you to choose one (and only one) and then 
develop a character based on the limited information provided. You can choose any 
prompt you’d like — there are no right answers, other than what best brings out your 
strengths. At your tryout, we’ll ask you some questions, as if you were on the stand 
testifying, and you’ll respond in character. Get creative! Develop a name and backstory 
for this person. Invent all the facts you’d like. Give your character a strong personality. If 
you have an accent, use it. And don’t be afraid to be funny (or to cry). We don’t care if you 
stumble on a question or that your story unfolds in a certain way. We’re looking to judge 
your ability to think on the fly, to present persuasively and to show enthusiasm for the 
creative process. 

Prompt A 
You’re at ComicCon and you witness a murder. 

Prompt B 
You're a professional expert on a particular subject and have been called to 
testify in a murder trial. 

Prompt C 
You are in Vegas when your hotel/casino is robbed. Your significant other is 
severely injured during the robbery.
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